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leaders; but the inquiry was met by a categorical negative:
"I have begun with the Gospel, and I am determined not
to end with the law.5'
This reply was noised abroad, with results of which
Barnardo little dreamed. Next night, in the same "parlour",
his assailants met again, now sober; and there they decided
that henceforth no one should injure a hair of his head.
But their gratitude found other expression* Every day,
during his convalescence, there called at Barnardo's lodgings
a deputation from this gang to inquire about his condition,
and so assiduous was their attention that it became "almost
a nuisance". The net result of the experience was, neverthe-
less, all to the good, for concerning it Barnardo wrote:
"I believe this incident. . . gave me a greater influence
over the rough lads and girls of that quarter than I could
have attained had I been preaching or teaching among
them for years."
Up to this time, there is no evidence that Barnardo
intended to study medicine. But as month succeeded month,
Hudson Taylor, a rare judge of men, divined in him the
special gifts required for a medical missionary; so it was
arranged that he enter upon an abridged course of medical
study to fit him for fuller service abroad. Accordingly, on
October ist, 1866, Barnardo, now twenty-one, entered
The London Hospital.
His impression upon student associates was not favourable.
He was older than most students commencing medicine,
and the crude horseplay so characteristic of medical fresh-
men, was highly repulsive to him. But while fellow-students
sneered, Barnardo was winning the esteem of those destined
to prove his lifelong friends—the East End poor. Scarcely
was he established in The London Hospital when the cholera
epidemic of 1866 broke out, and East London proved
its chief seed-plot. Frantic with alarm, the authorities
called for volunteers to stay the plague. Barnardo at once
proffered his services, and during the weeks of that struggle

